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Some Obols and Hemiobols from Anamur Museum

Sencan Ozhilge ALTINOLUK®

The present study presents some unpublished small unit silver coins in Anamur Museum.
All but one originally belonged to Cilician cities, namely Kelenderis (6), Nagidos (4), Tar-
sos (1) and Paphos (1) in Cyprus.

Coin minting in Cilicia began in the latter half of the 5t century BC and the first cities
to mint were Nagidos, Kelenderis, Soloi, Tarsos, Mallos and Issos, from west to east respec-
tively. As these cities began minting under Persian rule, their coins naturally bear Persian
influence in regard to both their iconography and some of the inscriptions on them. The
4™ century BC was the peak time for the Persian influence and this is further verified by
the coins minted by the Cilician cities on behalf of the Persian satraps.

The Kelenderis (modern Aydincik) coins in the catalogue (nos. 1-6) bear the protome
of Pegasos on their obverse, while there is the protome of a squatting goat on their reverse
and the name of the city is given as KE or KEA. The meaning of the word Kelenderis is
related to the goat. As some goat species were named kelades and some coins from Kelen-
deris carry goat depictions, it is plausible to think that we are faced with a “speaking
type”. The units in the catalogue are obols and hemiobols minted to the Persian standard.

The earliest coins of Nagidos (modern Bozyazi), to the east of Kelenderis, are dated to
the last quarter of the 51 century BC. The silver staters of the city carry the depiction of
an enthroned Aphrodite on the obverse and a standing figure of Dionysos on the reverse.
However, on the coins of the first quarter of the 4™ century BC, there is the head of Dionysos
on the obverse, while there is a head of Aphrodite on the reverse. On the small silver
units, there is the head of Aphrodite on the obverse while there is the head of Dionysos
on the reverse. The Nagidos coins in our catalogue (nos. 7-10) are obols dated to the end
of the 5% and the first quarter of the 4™ century BC. The inscription is N or NATT in the
various mintings.

The earliest coins of Tarsos are dated to the third quarter of the 5™ century BC. As Tar-
sos was the center of the Persian satrap, the inscriptions on its stafers and smaller units
are in Aramaic. Tarsos is represented by only a single coin in our catalogue, and it carries
the depiction of Baaltars, the local deity on the obverse, while there is the protome of a
wolf on the reverse. Such coins are usually defined as “incerti” in the catalogues.

The last coin (no. 12) in our catalogue is an obol of Paphos in Cyprus and it is dated
to the reign of Stasandros, a Persian satrap of the region.

= Ars. Gor. Sencan Ozbilge Alunoluk, Tstanbul Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiltesi, Arkeoloji Bolimii, Beyazit - fstanbul.

I am grateful to Ramazan Peker, the director of Anamur Museum, for his permission to work on these coins, and to
Enver Sagir for his continuous help during my work at the museum.
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Kelenderis

Last quarter of the 5t

century BC

Obv.: Forepart of Pegasus 1. with a curved wing, border of dots.

Rev.: Forepart of goat kneeling 1., head reverted.

Ref.: SNG Cop. Cilicia, 79 ff.; SNG Paris, 80 ff.; SNG Pfilzer, 715 (goat r.).
AR obol, 0.80 gr., 9 mm. Inv. No. 4.7.2001 (rev. KE)

AR obol, 0.60 gr., 8 mm. Inv. No, 2.4.2003 (rev. KE)

AR hemiobol, 0.45 gr., 6 mm. Inv. No. 2.5.2003 (rev. KEA)

AR hemiobol, 0.40 gr., 7 mm. Inv. No. 2,2.2002 (rev. KE)

AR hemiobol, 0.30 gr., 6 mm. Inv. No. 2.6.2003 (rev. KE)

AR hemiobol, 0.30 gr., 7 mm. Inv. No. 2.7.2003 (rev. KEA)

LS L S S O

Nagidos
Ca. 420-380 BC
Obv.: Head of Aphrodite almost facing, hair in sphendone.
Rev.: Head of youthful Dionysos almost facing, wearing ivy-leaf wreath, N
Ref.: SNG Levante, 6; SNG Pfilzer, 954.
7 AR obol, 0.67 gr., 9 mm. Inv. No. 4.1.2001.
8 AR obol, 0.67 gr., 9 mm. Inv. No. 4.3.2001,

Obv.: Head of Aphrodite r., hair in sphendone.
Rev.: Head of Dionysos r., NAT'T
Ref.: SNG Aulock, 5750; SNG Levante, 3.

9 AR chol, 0.60 gr., 11 mm. Inv. No. 4.4.2001.

Obv.: Head of Aphrodite 1.
Rev.: Head of Dionysos 1. NATT
Ref.: Cf. SNG Paris, 11.
10 AR obol, 0.60 gr., 11 mm. Inv. No, 2.3.2004,

Tarsos
Middle of the 41 Century BC
Obv.: Baaltars seated, resting on scepture, holding bunch of grapes and ear of corn in r. hand.
Rev.: Forepart of wolf; above, crescent.
Ref.: BMC Lycaonia, 84 ff.; SNG Levante, 223 ff (incerti); SNG Paris, 443-456 (incert); SNG
Cop. Cilicia, 317-318; SNG Aulock, 5422 (incerti); Goktiirk, 57-58 (incerti); SNG Pfilzer, 1271-1274.

11 AR, hemiobol, 0. 50 gr., 10.5 mm. Inv. No. 3.4.2001.

Paphos (Cyprus)
Time of Stasandros, ca. 450 BC
Obv.: Bull standing 1., above winged solar disk, border of dots.
Rev.: Eagle standing 1., behind, olive spray. Legend obscure,
Ref.: SNG Cop. Cyprus, 27-30; BMC Cyprus, 24 ff,
12 AR obol, 0, 70 gr., 11 mm. Inv. No. 3.2.2001.



Abbreviations
BMC Lycaonia

BMC Cyprus

Goktiirk

SNG Aulock

SNG Cop., Cilicia
SNG Cop., Cyprus
SNG Levante

SNG Paris

SNG Pfilzer
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Ozet
Anamur Muzesi’'ndeki Bazi Obol ve Hemioboller

Bu calismada Anamur Mizesinde yer alan ve yayimlanmanus bazi kiiclik birimde glimiis
sikkeler tamulacaktir. S6z konusu sikkeler, biri haric, esas olarak Kilikya Bolgesi kentlerine
aittir. Bu kentler: Kelenderis (6), Nagidos (4), Tarsos (1) ve Kibris'taki Paphos (1).

Kilikya Bolgesi'nde sikke darbt 1.O. 5. yy.'in ikinci yarisinda baslamis olup en erken
sikke darbeden kentler arasinda, batidan doguya dogru, Nagidos, Kelenderis, Soloi, Tar-
sos, Mallos ve Issos bulunmaktadir. Pers Imparatorlugu'nun egemenligi altinda olduklar
donemde sikke darbina baslayan bu kentlerin sikkeleri, dogal olarak, gerek ikonografik
gerekse lizerlerinde yer alan yazilar acisindan Pers etkisi tasimaktadir. 1.O. 4. yy. ise Pers
etkisinin en glclii oldugu donemdir. Bunu, bolgede faaliyet gésteren Pers satraplart adina
Kilikya kentlerinde basilmus sikkeler de dogrulamaktadir.

Katalogda yer alan Kelenderis (bugiin Aydincik) sikkelerinin (no. 1-6) én yiizlerinde
Pegasos protomu, arka yiizlerinde ise ¢comelmis keci protomu yer almakta olup kentin
admn igsaret eden yazit KE veya KEA seklindedir. Kelenderis, sozciik anlanu olarak keci ile
iliskilidir. Baz1 keci tirleri kelades olarak adlandinldigindan ve de Kelenderis'in bazi emis-
yonlar tizerinde keci betiminin bulunmasmdan yola cikilarak, burada “konusan bir tipin”
varliginin s6z konusu oldugu disiintilmektedir. Katalogdaki birimler, obol ve hemiobol
olup Pers standardinda basilmislardir.

Kelenderis'in dogusunda yer alan Nagidos'un (bugiin Bozyaz1) en erken sikkeleri 1.0.
5. yy.in son ¢eyregine tarihlenmektedir. Kentin glimiis staterlerinin 6n yiiziinde tahtta oturan
Aphrodite, arka yiiziinde ise ayakta Dionysos betimlenmistir. 1.O. 4. yy.’in ilk ceyregine
tarihlendirilen sikkelerde ise 6n ylizde Dionysos, arka ylizde Aphrodite baslart goriilir.
Kiiclik glimus birimlerde ¢n ytizde Aphrodite, arka yizde Dionysos bast bulunmaktadir.
Katalogda yer alan sikkeler (no. 7-10) 1.O. 5. yy.in sonlari ile 1.O. 4. yy.in ilk ¢eyregi ara-
sina tarihlenmekte olup obollerden olusmaktadir. Yazi ise bazi emisyonlarda yalnizca N
iken, bazi emisvonlarda ise NATT seklindedir.

Tarsos’un en erken sikkeleri 1.O. 5. yy.'in liclincii ceyregine tarihlendirilmektedir. Kentin
ayni zamanda bir Pers satraplik merkezi olmasi itibariyle stater ve daha kiiciik birimlerde
basilmis sikkelerinde yazi Aramice’dir. Katalogda tek sikke ile temsil edilen (no. 11)
Tarsos'un giimus sikkesinde 6n yiizde bolgenin yerel tanrisi Baaltars’s, arka yiizde ise bir
kurt protomunu gérmekteyiz. Bu sikkeler kataloglarda genellikle “incerti” (belirsiz) olarak
tanimlanmustir,

Katalogda yer alan son sikke (no. 12) Kibris'taki Paphos’a ait bir oboldiir. Bu sikke,
bolgede Persler adina satraplik yapan Stasandros donemine tarihlendirilmektedir.
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