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ADALYA VIII, 2005

New Finds from Neapolis
Regarding the Cult of the Dead

Nevzat CEVIK"

This article presents two new finds from Neapolis concerning the Roman Period’s cult
of the dead! which are related to each other:

1. A particular example of a cult of the dead stele discovered for the first time at
Neapolis and which is generally known from rock cut reliefs in the region (Fig. 8), and
secondly,

2. A fine example of rock-cut offering vessels with steps and grooves for posts that
were found together in a burial area at Neapolis (Fig. 1).

Finds regarding the cult of the dead from many cultures have been found in cemeter-
ies and graves and the richness of these finds documents the variety and richness of prac-
tices that were related to the cult of the dead, while such elements help in informing us of
the local profiles of cultures, as these elements vary from one culture to another. Today,
tomb architecture is the best-known element of all those practices that were related to the
dead and their cult, while those elements related to the cult of the dead are the least-
known. Consequently, all kinds of new finds that are related to the cult of the dead are of
valuable for those studying this topic.

Information regarding the cult of the dead emerges from previously undisturbed tombs
with a rich context if we are fortunate? and from architectural elements found inside or
around tombs or in connection with them. Finds from tombs, together with inscriptions
and depictions in relief or painted enrich the information related to burial practice and the
cult of the dead. Where there exist no inscribed or depicted evidence, the architectural
data comes to the fore. The problems reside in the fact that Roman Period grave inscrip-
tions do not provide enough information concerning the cult of the dead or evidence of
the belief in the life after death, while finds that are related to the cult of the dead are not

*  Prof. Dr. Nevzat Cevik, Akdeniz Universitesi, Fen-Edebivat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, Kampiis 07058 Antalya.
neevik@akdeniz.edu.tr

1 For general information about the burial customs in the Roman Period, see J. M. C. Toynbee, Death and Burial in
the Roman World (1971). For the very advanced philosophy of death in the Roman Period, see J. Devies, Death,
Burial and Rebirth in the Religions of Antiquity (1999) 127 ff.

[iv]

Numerous Late Hellenistic - Early Roman underground burial chambers with a rich context have been excavated by
the author at Patara. Such examples have been a great opportunity to gain information, both an the burial customs
and on the lives of the deceased: H. Iskan - N. Cevik, “Die Griifte von Patara”, Lykia 2, 1995, 187-216.
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found in every grave or necropolis. As is the case with the example presented in this arti-
cle, there is much missing information concerning the simple necropoli of the common
people3. The fact that there is very little written data available, even from Termessos?
clearly shows that every find related to the cult of the dead is of great significance.

One example identified at Neapolis during the preliminary Bey Mountains survey in
19975, and completely documented in 2004° provides us with important information con-
cerning the cult of the dead. In this example, the necropolis has 2 chamosorions, stele
holes, a stepped offering vessel and an incomplete niche carving (Fig. 1-4). It is under-
stood that the tomb, the stele and the offering vessel were organized in relation to each
other, as they were cut from the same rock. The absence of any other graves on the same
rock in the surrounding area reinforces the connection between the elements belonging
to this necropolis.

The necropolis in question is located on the route advancing up and southwards
towards the city, after forking off from the road along the top of the sheer cliff leading to
the city (Fig. 2). It is arranged on and around a rock rising by the steep and narrow road
running in a north-south direction (that is more difficult to use today) (Fig. 2-3). It is in
the northern part of the city, where the easternmost rocky cliff begins to become really
sheer. It conforms to the regulation of necropoli along roads which are well-known from
the Roman Period. The tombs are found only along the cliff side of the road reaching the
acropolis and terminate where the city structures begin. There are only a few areas con-
taining a few tombs within the city. The altar discussed in this article was discovered in
one of these small burial areas within the city.

The outcrop of rock mass extending from the mountain to the road was used for these
two chamosorions and for the other elements (Fig. 1-3). Curiously enough, those ele-
ments related to offerings and the cult are to be found on the skirt of this rocky outcrop,
whereas the graves are located on top, as can be expected from the point of view of func-
tionality. The flat area formed on top of the outcrop, beginning at 4.5 m and rising further,
is large enough to house only these two chamosorions. And only two vessels could be fit-
ted end to end on this flat area (Fig. 1-4). The rock becomes narrower towards the road
(towards the west) and ends sharply. Identified as L5 and L6, the chamosorion to the front
is L5 and is cut at a lower elevation, due to the structure of the rock. It measures
1.73x0.64 m on the outside. Its lip profile varies about 0.50 m and its depth is 0.26 m. L6
has a deeperbasin (0.30-0.40 m) and measures 1.50x0.40-0.45 m on the inside. It has a lip
profile reaching a height of 0.40 m around it. Both lids have fallen off the rock in the
same direction. When they were in place, they rose to a height of 1.10 m above ground
level. The lid of L5 does not rise very high and it is much thinner than other common lids.
The lid of L6, like L3, also lies at the base of the rock.

3 Indeed, the main problem is the lack of enough information regarding the faith and customs of the common peo-
ple. Data on the upper class is more informative due to the quality of these remains.

V. Celgin, Termessos Tarihi (1997) 110 ff.
N. Cevik - I. Kizgut - §. Aktas, “Trebenna ve Cevresi Yiizey Arastirmalart 19977, AST XVI.2, 1999, 409 ff.
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6 Research ar the ancient city of Neapolis is one of the sub-projects of Bey Mountains Surface Surveys carried out
under the author’s direction. Bey Mountains project have been supporting by the AKMED and Akdeniz University
Research Fund. Research at Neapolis is divided between various groups. The Necropoli research has been conducted
by the team of Research Asst. Isa Kizgut, Research Asst. Banu Ozdilek, Deniz Tanniverdi and 3 students rotated over
time and the author is grateful for their work. The sarcophagi of Neapolis are studied by Banu Ozdilek as a
Master’s thesis.
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At the narrow end of the rock, there are three holes cut into steps (Fig. 1, 5). Two lie
in the same direction while the last is lateral to them, at the end of the rock. The first,
closest to the sarcophagus, measures 0.20x0.25 m, the second measures 0.15x0.20 and the
third measures 0.10x0.30 m. Their depths vary from 5 to 10 cm. They do not have any
profiles and they have been deformed due to erosion. They are the same as the stele
holes cut into the shelf rock tomb of Trokondas at Trebenna, in regard to both their rec-
tangular forms and dimensions. The Trokondas examples measure 10x20-25 cm. These
shared dimensions indicate their common function.

To the north of this rocky outcrop is a stepped altar cut into the bedrock (Fig. 1, 6).
On the two-stepped podium is a shallow, round profiled basin altar. The steps are sym-
bolic as these steps lead to sheer sides of the rock face, thus leading nowhere, but they
form a square podium for the altar. The northwest side of the square podium has a profile
while the southeast side is left un-worked without a profile. Thus, the profiled northwest
side was the front, welcoming the visitors. The infilling conceals its base. On the square
podium is the rock cut round offering bowl that is broken. The rear (north) side of the
podium is not clearly visible due to infilling; however, it is understood that the flat area
extends further. Two meters further back is a single-chamber structure, possibly of late
Roman date, occupying the entire front of this rock and a 1.60 m wide corridor was cut
from the rock to the east of the altar. Consequently, the rock was hewn to form the flat
areas to the east and north of the altar, in order to facilitate the activity of making offer-
ings. The surprising fact concerning this necropolis of two simple chamosorions is the
abundance of elements related to the cult of the dead. Such an arrangement is not found
by the better quality tombs at Neapolis, while these simple tombs, probably made for the
common people, are accompanied by stele holes, a quality stepped altar and an incom-
plete carved niche cut onto the rock surface, for which there must have be an explana-
tion. As “the offering bowls for tombs are not generally found in situ”’, such examples are
of importance. Another crucial point to be made is that tomb altars accompany not only
the monumental tombs, but also the tombs of people from all classes of society, as social
classes did not have their own particular customs but rather, only the practices and the
quality may vary.

Many individual altars have superstructures similar to this one. One of the closest par-
allels hewn in the rock was identified during our surveys of the Lycia-Girdev pasture®.
Another parallel to this stepped altar was found in the cult rocks in islamlar?. Offering
basins cut next to tombs are also found at Trebenna. Amongst these Trebenna examples,
the tomb type termed “a round rock cut ostothek”, first identified and named by the
author, established next to the offering basins are situated together with chamosorions in the
family burial rock areas'®. Offering basins next to the round ostotheks have various forms,

7S, Cormack, The Space of Death in Roman Asia Minor (2004) 117.

8 M. iskan - N. Cevik, “Tlos 1994", AST XIII, 1996, 196 Res. 9; F. Isik, “Zum Ursprung lykischer Felsheiligtumer”, F.
Blakolmer - K. R, Krierer - F. K. Krinzinger et. al. (eds.), Fremde Zeiten, Festschrift fiir J. Borchhardr I (1996) 51-64
ff Abb.8.

9 N. Gevik, “Yeni Bulgular Isiginda Elmali Yaylas:”, Adalya I, 1996, 65 Res. 9.

10 N, Gevik, “Yuvarlak Kaya Ostothekleri: Trebenna’da belgelenen yeni bir mezar tipi ve onun wsiginda benzeri
cukurlarin yeniden irdelenmesi”, Adalya 11, 1997, 133 Res. 24; N. Cevik - B.iplik¢ioglu, “Neues zu den
Felsostotheken in Trebenna”, EpigAnat 35, 2003, 147-156.
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further verifying their function for offerings. These cylindrical holes with a profiled rim
function as ostotheks, whereas those with a shallow and bowl shaped cross-section, with-
out a profile for a lid, had the function of offering basins!'!. Small offering bowls that are
today placed on graves were also quite common in antiquity, both in temples and in
tombs. The closest parallel of offering bowls at tombs are known from Phrygia and Lydia,
for example, the small bowl reached via a few steps on top of the Phrygian Aslantas
Tomb'?, or the bowls in front of the rock tombs in Telmessos!? which were cut for this
same function, to offer a liquid libation to the deity on behalf of the deceased!?,

Somewhat further from this altar in Neapolis, some work on another rock mass at the
bottom of the same necropolis rock draws attention, where there are two small rectangular
grooves in the rock. Just behind this rises a rock grave with a vertical flat surface and there
is a prototype of a big stele relief or the start of a niche-like alcove cut into the rock (Fig. 7).

Another find from Neapolis the author has identified which adds to this picture is an
individual stele to date unparalleled in the region (Fig. 8). Although not through it situa-
tion, but rather through its function, it is to be related to the necropolis area described
above, as they complement each other. Fallen face down beside the necropolis road that
climbs up to the city, this stele measures 0.60 m tall, it narrows towards top and has a
curved top. It is roughly worked and semicircular on the back, while the front is smooth.
Its base is roughly worked as it was meant to be concealed when the stele was placed in
its hole and this stele does not have a tongue projection. As a matter of fact, no holes at
Neapolis were found suitable to place this stele in with a groove for a tongue.

There are examples of stele with plain forms, narrowing upwards and having a curved
end, depicted in relief or drawn on a rock surface, that are similar to this Neapolis exam-
ple that are known from the Termessos necropoli (Fig. 9). These cult of the dead steles
are carved from the rock, next to or inside rock tombs and aedicule type tombs and most
are of this stele type!®, while some are only incised in the rock walll®. All the steles
carved in relief or drawn on the rocks at Termessos!” are related to the tombs. Numerous
stele holes in the necropolis at Termessos provide evidence for the location of these steles
(Fig. 10) and all of these were made as part of the cult of the dead.

Many steles carved in the rock or in relief are known. Some of the best examples are
found in the Elmali-Islamlar rocks, where the stele carved in the rock is represented with
its tongue. On the upper part of the rock, where the stele is found, are grooves cut to
receive the tongues!®, It is certain that individual examples of steles carved in relief were

11 According to this and as is shown clearly by the Trebenna examples, two round and eylindrical examples with lip
profiles from Termessos were in fact cut as round rock ostotheks, they were not offering basins as was proposed
by V. Celgin, Termessos Kenti Nekropolleri (1990) 112: “These were certainly used for pouring water or wine as
libation or placing votive food into during ceremonies related with the dead cult.”

12 C. H. E. Haspels, The Highlands of Phrygia (1971) Fig. 128.

13 N. Cevik, “A dead-cult place in Simena: Lycian open-air rock-cut sanctuaries and their Anatolian aspect”, AsiaMS
39, 2000, 42.

14 Vessels used for libation during the Roman Period were called “patarae”: Cormack, op.cit., 100 n. 478. Water, wine,
olive oil, honey and milk were used for libations in Anatolia and Greece: Sahin, op.cit., 156

15 K. G. Lancorofski, Stidte Pamphyliens und Pisidiens 1I: Pisidien (1892) 74 ff., Fig. 25, 20.
16 Cevik, op.cit., 42 Fig. 2.

17" Celgin, op.cit., 113 ff.

18 N. Cevik, “Yeni Bulgular Isiginda Elmali Yaylas”, Adalya I, 1996, 64 ff., Res. 7-8.
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placed in these grooves. A similar and striking example was identified in Seki-Kincilar
during research by the author during the Tlos Surveys!?. This find, published by F. Isik,
comprises two steles and a shield in relief on the rock and two grooves cut for tongues in
order to erect steles at a higher elevation on the same rock?’. The tongues of the steles in
relief and these grooves are visually in harmony with each other. Another beautiful exam-
ple of tomb steles related to the cult of the dead - no stele was recovered but their exis-
tence is attested to by the grooves cut for the tongues - is found on the rock shelf, in front
of the Trokondas rock tomb in the acropolis at Trebenna®!. Here there are six holes for
steles side by side and all have the same dimensions and this arrangement is clearly remi-
niscent of the Termessos examples®2.

The Neapolis stele is of the type without a tongue projection at the base. As is known,
vertical pillars are erected either by placing the tongues at the base into the corresponding
grooves or by directly setting the base into corresponding hole?3. The Neapolis example
is of this latter type. The base of this stele was only roughly worked and was narrowed at
its base to facilitate its insertion into a hole. Although this stele was not found next to a
hole, the holes that were found do correspond to this shape.

The Neapolis example is worthy of note for is simplicity and poor quality. Tts work-
manship is of a type corresponding to the tombs made for the common people. Yet, the
relation between the steles, which are known to function in religious worship or some-
times to symbolize the deity?* and the dead, is known from monumental examples from
many cultures and periods. These symbols, that were sometimes influenced by others and
were sometimes developed independently®® appeared in many parts of the world and are
known from many striking examples from Mesopotamia, Egypt®, Greece?” and Anatolia®®.

19 H, iskan - N. Gevik , “Tlos 1994", AST XIII, 1996, 195.

20 Isik, op.cit., Abb. 9.

21 N, Cevik, “New rock-cut tombs at Etenna and the rock-cut tomb tradition in southern Anatolia”, AnatSt 33, 2003,
110 Fig. 28-29.

Lancoronski op.cit., 74 ff., Fig. 25-26.

23 For an example of stele without a tongue, placed with its entire base in the hole, see 5. Karagoz, Anadolu’dan

Mezar Stelleri (1984) Fig. 18. For an example with a line bordering the roughly worked narrowing base part, see
N. Firatly, Les stéles funéraires de Byzance greco-romaine (1964) PL LXVI 14.

24 For an example symbolizing Zeus, see A. B. Cook, Zeus I (1914) 148 ff, Fig. 112. Or, for steles erected to mark the
places of the deities of Canan, see K. Galling, Der Altar in den Kulturen des alten Orients (1925) Taf. 13: 37-38.

25 For these steles, although E. Petersen says, “although not recovered, they are influenced from Greece and they are
tall and narrow steles possibly with a depiction of a standing figure and an inscription” (Lanckoronski, op.cit., 74
fF), the stele discovered by the author shows otherwise. However, it is still possible that steles, as described by
Petersen, could be found in the future.

26 One of the most striking obelisks erected for the dead are the two large standing stones in the temple of the dead
at the Pyramid of Snofru from the 4th dynasty in Egypt. The sacrificial table and offering basin in front complete
the picture of stele worship.

27 For the example from Kerameikos, see B. Schmaltz, Griechische Grabreliefs (1983) 6 ff. Abb. 2. For general infor-
mation on the burial customs in Greece, see D. C. Kurlz - J. Boardmann, Greek Burial Customs (1971).

28 The standing stones known as “Kuntarra” by the Hurrians (J. Berker-Klahn, “Unterweltkonstriiksivon”, 1. Metin
Akyurt - Bahattin Devam Ani Kitab: 70), and as “NA 4 21.KIN” by the Hittites (V. Haas, Geschichrte der hethitischen
Religion 1994, 507) are the “Na Pulusi (e)” (W, Kénig, Handbuch der chaldischen Inschriften, AfO 8, 1955/57, 197)
or “the steles of Haldi” (M. Salvini, Geschichte und Kultur der Urartaer [1995] 188). In Lycia, the areas for standing
stone veneration were called “gunta” (Berker-Klahn, op.cit., 70). The stones standing by the urns in Ilica necropo-
lis are interpreted as “related with the dead cult” by Miiller-Karpe (H. Miiller - Karpe, Handbuch der Vorgeschichte
IV, Bronzezeit [1980] 680).
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The most impressive grave steles in Anatolia are the Urartian ones at Aluntepe, where the
burials under the ground are crowned by a temple for the dead that includes steles and
an offering basin in which was planted a tree of life*?. The balbals in the Turkic steppe
were also erected for this same purpose®’: to mark the place of the grave, to stand in
place of the dead and to facilitate in the cult of the dead3!.

The offering basin, niche and stele found in Neapolis in connection with the tombs
complement ideas concerning the connections between tomb steles and tombs, with the
further contribution of the finds made at Termessos, Trebenna and other settlements, And,
for the first time, an individual example of the steles depicted on the rocks in Termessos
has been found. Considering the necropolis to which it belongs, this stele is to be dated
to the Roman Period.

With the guidance provided from these finds from Neapolis that are related to the cult
of the dead, much surface evidence on the surface will assume a clearer meaning in the
eyes of the researchers.

29 N. Cevik, Urartu Kaya Mezarlan ve Olii Gémme Gelenekleri (2000) 59 ff., P1. 80.

30 Beyond the balbals with their disputed purpose to their erection (I. Ozkececi, Zamam Asanlar, IX. yy.’a Kadar
Tiirk Sanatt [2004] 176 Fig. 117), the ancient Géktiirks used to erect a tall stick in order to mark the place of the
grave: Ozkececi, op.cit, 173. For Islamic gravestone examples of this tradition in western Iran (Luristan), see L. D.
Mortensen, “Nomadic Cemeteries and Tombstones from Luristan, Iran”, J. L. Bacque-Grammont - A. Tibet (eds.),
Islam Diinyasinda Mezarliklar ve Defin Gelenekleri 11 (1996) 175 ff., Fig. 1.

31 Warious insignia and symbols were erected on top of the graves in Classical Athens for similar purposes: N. Sahin,
“Beyaz lekythoslar 1s1ginda Klasik Devirde Atina'da 6li ikonografisi ve 6l kiilti”, Ege Universitesi Arkeoloji
Dergisi IV, 1996, 156.



Ozet
Neapolis'te Saptanan Olii Kiiltiine iliskin Yeni Bulgular

Bu makalede, Neapolis'te ele gecen, Roma Cag: olii kiilttyle ilgili, su yeni bulgular
sunulmaktadir:

1. Oli kiiltine iliskin, kayaya oyulu basamaklt sunu ¢anaklarmin ve dikme yuvalarinin,
vine Neapolis'te bir mezarlik alaninda bir arada bulunan nitelikli drnekleri (Res. 1) ve,

2. Bolgede genellikle kaya kabartmalarinda goriilen ancak bugtine dek bagimsiz bir
ornegi ele gecmeyen oli kiltii stellerinin, Neapolis'te ilk kez kesfedilen bagimsiz bir
ornegi (Res. 8).
1997°de, Bey Daglart Yiizey Arastrmalar’nin én-kesif aragtirmalarinda Neapolis'te saptadigim

ve 2004 arastirma sezonunda ise belgeleme caligmalarini tamamladigimiz mezarlikta 2

khamosorion, stel yuvalari, basamakli sunu canagi ve bir mihrap taslagt bulunmaktadir

(Res. 1-4). Mezarlarla, stel ve sunu canaginin bir arada ve aynt zamanda kayahkta acildig

ve bir iliski icerisinde diizenlendikleri anlagilmaktadir. Ayni kayalik ve bu kayahga bagh

yakin cevresinde baska mezar bulunmamasi bu mezarlik birimini olusturan unsurlarin
iliskisel agcidan kusku gotiirmez bir aradahigmi dogrulamaktadir.

S6z konusu mezarlik, kuzey-giiney dogrultusunda sarp kayalik yliziinde agilan dar
yolun, kente ulastiktan sonra catallanarak yukari kota yonelen ve yine glineye dogru iler-
leyen giizergahi tizerindedir (Res. 2). Kuzey-giiney yoniinde uzanan sarp ve dar (bugiin
icin daha zor kullanimlp) yolun yaninda viikselen kayaliklardan biri tizerinde ve gevresinde
organize edilmistir (Res. 2-3). Kentin kuzey tarafinda konumlanir. Bu kesimde en doguda
kayalik yamacin iyice sarplasmaya bagladigi yerdedir. Roma Donemi'nden yayginca
bildigimiz yol boyu mezarliklari diizenleme kurallarina uygun yerlesimdedir. Akropole
gelen tiim yolun yamag tarafini dolduran mezarlar sehir yapilari bagladiginda kesintiye
ugrar. Kent icerisinde bir kac alanda az sayida mezar vardir. Bu makalede ele alinan sunak
da bu kiictik gruplardan birindedir. Yani yerlesim icinde kalmaktadur.

Dagdan yola dogru keskin bir sekilde uzanan yiiksek kaya kitlesinin u¢ uzantsi iki
khamosorion ve diger elemanlar icin kullanmilmistir (Res. 1-3). Tlging bir sekilde ve aslinda
islevsel acidan beklendigi gibi sunuya ve kiilte yonelik unsurlarin kayahgin eteginde,
mezarlarin ise kayaligmn iistiinde bulundugu hemen goze batmaktadir.

Bu kayaligm bitiminde, dar uc¢ kisma kademeli olarak yerlestirilmis 3 adet oyuk bulun-
maktadir (Res. 1, 5). Bunlar ikisi ayn1 dogrultuda, sonuncusu da enine kayaligin ucuna
yerlestirilmistir. Lahitin hemen 6ntindeki ilki 0.20x0.25, ikincisi 0.15x0.20 ve tglincist de
0.10x0.30 m. dlciilerindedir. Derinlikleri 5-10 cm. arasinda degisir. Ustlerinde herhangi bir
profil yoktur. Erezyon nedeniyle deforme olmuslardir. Dikdortgen yapilari ve Slciileriyle
Trebenna’'daki Trokondas kaya mezar rafindaki stel yuvalariyla benzerdirler. Trebenna ¢rnek-
leri 10x20-25 c¢m. dlctilerindedir. Bu dlgiiler ayni islevde acildiklarini dogrulamaktadir.
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Dik kayaligin kuzeyinde ana kayaya basamakl bir sunak acilidir (Res. 1, 6). 2 basamakli
bir podyum tzerinde yuvarlak profilli, canak formunda ve s1§ bir sunaktr. Basamaklar
semboliktir. Pek ¢ok bagimsiz sunak st yapisiyla bu 6érnege benzemektedir. Bu sunagin,
ana kayaya oyulan en yakmn benzerlerinden biri Likya-Girdev yaylasinda yaptigimiz arastir-
malarda saptanmusti. Basamakli sunagin diger bir benzeri Elmali-Islamlarda kiilt kayalikla-
rinda bulunmaktadir. Mezar yanlarinda a¢ilmis sunu canaklart Trebenna’da da bulunmak-
tadir. Trebenna drneklerinde ilk kez tarafimdan saptanan ve “yuvarlak kaya ostothekleri”
adint verdigim mezar tipiyle yan yana bulunan sunu canaklart khamosorionlarla birlikte
aile kayaliklarinda diizenlenmistir. Yuvarlak ostotheklerden bazilarinin yanlarinda bulunan
sunu canaklar farkls formlar ile sunu islevli olduklarini dogrulamaktadirlar. Agz1 profilli,
silindirik kesimli cukurlar ostothek islevindeyken, agiz cevresinde kapak profili olmayan,
s1g ve canak formunda kesime sahip ¢ukurlar sunu islevindedir.

Neapolis'teki sunagin biraz ilerisinde ayni mezarlik kayaliginin dibinde baska bir kaya
ktitlesi tizerindeki iscilikler dikkati ceker. Bu kaya kiitlesi tizerinde iki kiictik, dikdértgen
zivana oyugu bulunmaktadir. Hemen arkasinda yiikselen, diiz yiizeyli ve dik mezar
kayaliginin ylziinde sadece taslak halinde islenmis olan biiytikce bir stel kabartmasmin ya
da mihrap benzeri bir nisin izleri goriilmektedir (Res. 7).

Neapolis'te saptadigim ve bu makalede tanitmak istedigim diger bulgu, bugiine dek
bolgede benzeri bulunmayan bagimsiz bir steldir (Res. 8). Alan olarak degil ancak islev
agisindan yukarida tanitilan Neapolis mezarlik alaniyla da baglantisi vardir: Birbirlerini
anlamlandirmaktadirlar. Sehre c¢ikan mezarlik yolunun kenarinda ters diismiis halde bulu-
nan stel 0,60 m. yiiksekliginde, yukartya dogru daralip kavisli sonlanan bir yapidadir. Arka
yuzi yarmm yuvarlak formda ve kaba isciliklidir. Onti diiz kesimlidir. Alt kesimi bir zivana
cukuruna yerlestirilecegi ve dolayisiyla goériinmeyecegi icin kaba birakilmustir. Zivana
cikintist bulunmamaktadir. Zaten, Neapolis'te bulunan bu stelin dikilebilecegi oyuklarin
hichbirinde de zivana deligi acili degildir.

Neapolis'te bulunan stelin benzeri yalin formlu ve yukari dogru daralip kavisli son-
lanan stellerin kaya ytzinde kabartma ya da cizim olarak betimlenen drnekleri Termessos
nekropollerinde bilinmektedir (Res. 9). Kaya mezarlari ve aedicula mezarlarin yanlarinda
ve iclerinde o6li kalti stelleri kayaya oyuludur, Bunlarin cogunlugu stel formundadir,
Bazilari ise sadece kaya duvara cizilmistir. Termessos'ta bildigimiz, kayalara cizilmis ya da
oyulmus olan stellerin tamami mezarlarla iligkilidir. Termessos nekropollerinden bilinen
cok sayida stel yuvast da stellerin nerelerde bulundugu hakkinda yeterince bilgi vermekte-
dir (Res. 10). Bunlarin tamamu 6l kiltiine yénelik diizenlenmislerdir.

Neapolis steli alt tarafinda zivana cikintist olmayan tiptendir. Bilindigi tizere dikmeler
ya zivanalariyla uygun bir oyuga oturtulur ya da tim tabaniyla yine uygun bir oyuga
verlestirilir ve ayakta durmalar saglanir. Neapolis érnegi tim gévdesiyle bir cukura otur-
tulmaktaydi. Alt kesimde, kaba bir iscilikle ice dogru daraltlmis olmast bu islemi rahat-
latict bir form olarak kesilmistir. Her ne kadar Neapolis steli bir cukurun yaninda in situ
olarak bulunmadiysa da bulunan cukurlar bu forma uygunluk gostermektedir.

Neapolis'te mezarlarla baglantlt olarak bulunan sunu ¢ukuru, mihrap ve stel,
Termessos, Trebenna ve diger yerlesimlerden bilinen 6l kiiltiine yonelik diger verilerin
yardimuiyla mezar stelleri ve mezarlarla baglanulari hakkindaki fikirleri tiimlemistir. Ve,
Termessos'da kayalara resmedilen stellerin bagimsiz bir érnegi ilk kez elimize gecmistir. Ait
oldugu mezarlik géz 6niine alindiginda stelin Roma Dénemi'nden oldugu anlasiimaktadir.
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Fig. 1
Neapolis, plan and sections
of the necropolis.



130 Nevzat Cevik

Fig. 3 Neapolis, view of the necropolis area from the northwest.
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Fig. 5 Neapolis, stele holes.

Fig. 6 Neapolis, the altar related to the cult of the dead.



Nevzat Cevik

132

Fig. 7

Neapolis,

preliminary works of a
niche-like alcove.

Fig. 8

Neapolis, stele.
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Fig. 10
Termessos,

the dead were placed.

Fig. 9

Termessos,

steles engraved

on the rock surface
in the necropolis.

Rock-cut niches where stele for






