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A Votive Offering to Meter Tymenaia

Hiiseyin Sami OZTURK* — Hal(k PERK**

This essay presents a votive inscription with the inventory number M2033 held in the
Hal(k Perk Museum collection!. Acquired in 2007, this inscription was recorded to have
come from Fethiye township of Mugla province.

The inscription is found on a well-preserved white marble stele, which is crowned with
a pediment adorned with a full palmette on top and a half-palmette on the top right and
on the top left corners as well as a phiale or an unworked rosette in relief in the middle of
its tympanum. The three-line inscription in the middle has a pair-of-eyes motif between
the first and the second lines?. The inscription should probably be dated to the Roman
Imperial period. The dimensions are: H. 0.30 m.; W. 0.19 m.; D. 0.50 m.; letter height:
0.008-0.019 m.

Agia MwAiwvog

(o]

2 Mntpi Tupevé-
afa} (7) eoxnv.
Aphia, the daughter of Polio, (offered) as votive for Meter Tymendia

L. 1. For Agwx, an epichoric name; see Zgusta 1964: § 66-39.

L. 2 and ff. Like the Syrian-Anatolian Kubaba known to have been venerated since the
third millennium B.C. and the Lydian Kuvava, the Phrygian Mountain Goddess (Matar
Kubeleja) was worshiped under the name of Kybele in the later periods®. The cult of the
Phrygian goddess spread as of the Archaic period and she is often mentioned in cultic
documents with local epiclesis, e.g. Meter Oreia (“Mountain Goddess”). The votive in-
scription studied here contains another epiclesis of the Mother Goddess: The epiclesis of
TYMENEAA here can be corrected as Tupevaigfa} due to iotasismus.
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3 For various names of Kybele, see Schwenn 1922, 2250; Simon 1997, 744.
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A document bearing evidence for another variation of the epiclesis Tuuevaia is
known from Philomelium (Tlgin) in eastern Phrygia®. The epiclesis of the goddess here is
Tupevnvn. This epiclesis must be linked with Mount Tupévaiov® mentioned as a mountain
in Phrygia by Step. Byz. Eth. 640, 22. Based on this, Zgusta considers the name of the set-
tlement where the concerned inscription was found to be Tupev]a]. Another document
is the inscription on the votive statuette of the Hellenistic period from Pisidian Antioch
(Eytipler, west of Yalvag)®. The inscription reads Mntpi Tupeun|vij edxfv and the goddess
with her polos is depicted seated between two lions. The third inscription mentioning the
goddess is the one from Fethiye, Mugla, which constitutes the scope of the present study.

In Antiquity, Fethiye was part of Lycia. In this case, it could be considered that the god-
dess received this epiclesis in Lycia as well or that an immigrant from outside could have
venerated her. However, in Line 58 of the alliance treaty between Rome and Lycia made in
46 B.C. and published by Mitchell 2005, 167 ff., it is stated that a site called Tvounua in Lycia
was left to the Lycians. Furthermore, Step. Byz. Eth. 640, 24; 641, 5 mentions a village
called Tymena in Lycia’. Based on the above-mentioned alliance inscription and informa-
tion in Step. Byz. Eth. 640, 24; 641, 58 Mitchell 2005, 225 ff.; 2006, 485 claims that the
Tymena® settlement can be localised in the northern borders of Mount Masa where there
are numerous water sources located south—southwest of Oinoanda. In case the comment
by Mitchell holds correct, then the epiclesis of Tupevain presented here can be linked with
this toponym in Lycia.

McLean 2002, 6 no. 11 = SEG 52 (2002) no. 1458: Kupia Mdyvng &vi [vevkev Aeovrdpi|a Mntpl Tupevnvi eOxAv.

2 Topévatov: dpog mepl dpuylav. ol katoikovteg Tupevaion. McLean (2002, 6) thinks that Mount Tymenaion is located
near Ilgin or in the southeastern part of Phrygia due to the find-spot of the inscription.

& Naumann 1983, 360-361 no. 563; SEG 35 (1983) no. 1403. See also Mitchell 1993, 20 fig. 8; Karayaka 2007, 29 ff.

7 For the Tymena settlement in Lycia, see Sundwall 1913, 219; Ruge 1943, 1747, Zgusta 1984, 641, §1384-2; SEG 45
(1995) no. 1798. A published inscription from Bithynia mentions Tou{vov Fahatiag (IGSK 32, no. 133; Sahin — Ogiit
1986, 125 ff,, no. 102; SEG 37 [1987] no. 102; Feissel, BE 102 [1989] no. 936). Sahin — Ogiit 1986 suggest that this
settlement was called TOuvat and link it with TOpnva in Lycia. The name of this settlement in Galatia should be a
variation of Tymena.
Step. Byz. Eth. 640, 24; 641, 5: Tounva, kwun Avkiag. ékAndn 6& dnd Tivog tpdyov oltwg dvoualopévou, 6g
&radAacodpevog &md tob aimoAiov Hpyeto tov moywva Pefpeynévos, @ xatakolovdficavTes ebpov TyTy #v Tivi Adxun.
Kal TavTnv Kai T Ywpiov olitw kaAéoat. to €é0vikov Tupnvels, o Mvapelg Natapevs: Tymena, a village of Lycia. Tts
Jame comes from a male goat with this name; this male goat left the herd and when be returned with bis beard wet,
those who followed bim discovered a weter spring amidst bushes. They named both the spring and the area as such.
Its ethnicon is Tymeneus, just like Pinareus and Patareus.
? Mitchell (2005, 225 ff.; 2006, 485) claims that the forms of Tounua and Topeve arise from the different pronuncia-
tions. Again according to Mitchell, pronunciation with (v) will be more correct and thus the form Tvpeva should
be used.
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Meter Tymenaia igin adak

Makalede, Hal(ik Perk Miizesi Koleksiyonu icinde M2033 envanter numarasi ile yer alan
bir adak yaziti tanitilmaktadir. 2007 yilinda Miize'ye kazandirilmis olan soéz konusu adagin
buluntu yeri kayitlara gére Mugla ili Fethiye Ilcesi'dir. Adak yazitinda Aphia adinda birisinin
“Meter Tymenaia”ya adakta bulundugu zikredilmektedir: 1.O. III. bin yildan itibaren tapimi1
bilinen Suriye-Anadolu Kubabasi ve Lydia Kuvavast gibi, Phyrgia Dag Tanrigas: da (Matar
Kubeleja), daha gec¢ donemlerde Kybele adiyla tapim gdrmiistlir. Phrygia Tanricasi'nin
kiilti Arkaik Cag'dan itibaren yayilim gostermeye baslamis olup kiilt belgelerinde Tanriga
sik sik verel epiklesis’le, drnegin Meter Oreia (“Dag Tanricas:t”) olarak gecmektedir.
Galismamizda inceledigimiz adak yazitinda da Ana Tanrica’nin bir baska epiklesis'i stz ko-
nusudur: Burada gecen TYMENEAA epiklesis’i, iotasismus’tan &tiiril Tvpevaiafa} seklinde
diizeltilebilir. Topevaia epiklesisinin farkli varyasyonlarindan birini tasiyan Ana Tanri¢canin
tapimina iliskin belgelerden biri Dogu Phrygia'daki Philomelium’dan (= Ilgin) bilinmekte-
dir. Tanricanin epiklesis'i burada Topevnvn seklindedir. Bu epiklesis, Step. Byz. Eth. 640,
22’de Phrygia'daki bir dag olarak zikredilen Tvpévaiov Dagi ile baglantid: olmalidir. Bir
diger belge ise Pisidia Antiokheia’sindan (= Eyupler, Yalva¢'in batist) Hellenistik Cag'a ta-
rihlenen bir adak heykelcigi tizerindeki yazittir: Bu yazit Mntpi Tuneun|vij edxiv seklinde
olup; tanrica burada polos’uyla iki arslan arasinda otururken betimlenmistir. Tanrica’nin
adinin gectigi ticlinci yazit, Mugla ili Fethiye Ilcesi'nde bulunmus olan ve bu makalede
incelenen adak yazitidir:

Bilindigi tizere, Fethiye Ilcesi Antik¢ag'da Lykia topraklar icinde yer almaktaydi. Bu
durumda, Ana Tanrica’nin Lykia'da da boyle bir epiklesis aldigi ya da disaridan gelen bir
goemen tarafindan tapimim gordigi disiinilebilirdi. Ancak Mitchell 2005, 167 v.dd.de ya-
yimlanmis olan 1.O. 46 yilinda Roma-Lykia arasinda yapilmis bir ittifak anlasmasina dair
metnin 58. satirinda, Lykia'da Lykialilara birakilan yerler arasinda Topnpa adli bir yerlesim-
den soz edilmektedir. Keza Step. Byz. Eth 640, 24; 641, 5'te de Lykia’da Tymena adinda bir
koyden bahsedilmektedir. Mitchell 2005, 225 v.d.; Mitchell 20006, 485 Tymena yerlesiminin,
hem yukarida sézii edilen ittifak yazitindaki hem de Step. Byz. Eth 640, 24; 641, 5S'teki ifa-
delerden dolayi, Oinoanda’nin gliney, giiney-batisinda kalan Masa Dagrnin, ¢ok sayida su
kaynagi bulunan kuzey sinirlarina lokalize edilebilecegini sdylemektedir. Eger Mitchell'in
bu goriist isabetli ise, makalede konu edilen Tvpevaia epiklesis’i, Lykia'daki bu toponym
ile baglantili olabilir.

Yazitin Cevirisi:

Polio kizi Aphia, Meter Tymenaia i¢in adak olarak (sundu).



