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Questions Arising from a Bulla Found
in the EBA Il Settlement at Bademagaci

Gulsiin UMURTAK*

Between the years 1993-2009 a total of 102 stamp seals and (in the most recent excava-
tion seasons) numerical tablets! and also a bulla were uncovered in the Early Bronze Age
settlements at the Bademagaci Excavations. These finds would suggest that the develop-
ment of ownership and documentation of property in this period at Bademagaci, and
therefore in the western regions of Anatolia, took place a little earlier and was more com-
prehensive than previously thought.

It is widely known that Mesopotamian cultures of the pre-literate periods influenced
the neighbouring regions with superior wealth displayed, alongside such products as
their pottery, in the seals, seal impressions (sealings) and bullae. Considerable evidence
has been found to prove that bullae with seal stamps were not just used for the security
of goods being transported from one place to another but also had a function in an ad-
ministrative system that involved the keeping of records of incoming and outgoing wares,
proving the existence of an accounting system, and also were used, when necessary, in
the locking of doors of rooms or storage areas, that is they were used in the process of
closing/locking doors by sealing them?. Some researchers have found the bullae to be of
use as explanatory documents, second only to written tablets, for the purpose of decipher-
ing some codes’.

The find groups of significance and interest in Eastern Anatolia are the bullae with
seal impressions dating to the Chalcolithic Period from Degirmentepe (Malatya)* and
the thousands of seal impressions found in the official (!) storage rooms of Aslantepe
level VI°. If the fragment of pottery with impressions of a cylinder seal and a stamp seal
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from Mersin-Yumuktepe® and the pottery pieces and weights bearing seal impressions
from Tarsus-Gozliikule” are not taken into consideration, bullae with seal impressions are
extremely rare (almost non-existent) before the 2™ millennium BC in Central and Western
Anatolia, regions that remained outside the area of influence of the Halaf, Obeid and Uruk
and later cultures®. In the Aegean World, however, there is the rich bulla collection from
Lerna IT1°.

Various theories have been put forward concerning the usage of seals during the pre-
literate period in the Near East'?. In relation to this, it has also been suggested that seals
could have been used on perishable materials that did not survive to the present day. On
the other hand, considerable care is required not to miss the bullae and clay objects with
marks on them when excavating settlements dating to prehistoric periods, where there is
no expectation of finding anything with specific marks or writing on it. During the most
recent excavation seasons at Bademagaci'! the discovery of a bulla bearing a seal impres-
sion in one of the rooms in the eastern section of the Multi-Roomed Building no. 2 (MRB
2)12 (Fig. 3) at the southern end of the EBA II settlement has enriched the above collec-
tion and helped to fill an information gap on this subject and also opened up the way for
new questions to be asked. MRB 2, the building where the bulla was found, is in an area
of about 40x25 m. in dimension opened up during the 2008 excavation season. The most
interesting factor of the settlement at the hoyiik is the presence of free standing megaron
plan buildings that surround the settlement in a radial formation. In this section, in place
of the megarons there is a sequence of rooms like those of MRB 1. It was also ohserved
that this row of rooms did not form the outermost circle of the settlement. Apart from this
row of rooms, the southern walls of the settlement and also the fact that the glacis is nar-
rower than it is in the other sections are noteworthy. The rooms of MRB 2, including the
one where the bulla was found, were almost totally empty when they were uncovered. A
large amount of pottery and bronze pins were found in one room only, as it had been par-
tially damaged by a serious fire.

Although the clay paste of the reddish beige bulla was tempered with small stones, it
is compact and probably had been well fired during the fire that had taken place in MRB
2. There is an impression of a quadrangular seal on the front surface of the bulla. The im-
pression consists of five parallel lines inside a frame (Fig. 1). The concave impression on
the back seems to be the right size for an index finger and when this hollow was exam-
ined with a magnifying glass, some fine parallel lines were noticeable. The absence of any
string marks on the bulla can be explained by the fact that both ends of our example are
broken off.
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Among the seals so far uncovered at Bademagact, there is a similar example to the seal
impression on the bulla; this seal has a quadrangular stamp face with two vertical and two
horizontal parallel lines placed perpendicular to each other inside a double frame (Fig. 2).
This seal is the closest parallel to the seal impression on the bulla stamp face from the
point of view of its quadrangular stamp face and use of a frame, as well as its composition
design consisting of parallel lines.

A clay bulla®® and a pithos from Tomb 15 with a seal impression on its mouth rim!
were found at Karatas—Semayiik, a close neighbour of Bademagaci and contemporary to
it. In addition to these, a large number of seals were also found at this same settlement!.
A stamp seal found at Bagbasi and described by C. Eslick as likely to be “a forerunner of
the EB seals'® can be added to the seal collection of the region. The close similarity of
this seal to the EB II tradition makes it difficult to account for the great time difference
between them. There is an evident similarity in style between the seals of contempo-
rary neighbouring centres to Bademagaci, such as Karatas-Semayiik, Beycesultan'” and
Kusura’®, and those from Bademagaci. However, although there are examples of seals with
quadrangular stamp faces among the seals from these centres'®, no exact parallel to the
seal impression on the bulla being described here could be found.

In order to accurately evaluate the Bademagaci bulla, it is important to examine the
question of what kind of material it was applied to or, in other words, what object pro-
duced the fine parallel lines seen in the hollow on the back of the bulla. The fact that the
indented section is almost the thickness of a finger would prompt us to ask the question
of whether or not these lines could be a fingerprint. Another suggestion is that they could
belong to a piece of textile. It is possible that the bulla could have been applied to a piece
of cloth used to cover the mouth of a pithos or a large storage jar;?° in this case the hollow
about the thickness of a finger could be considered to belong to the rim of the jar. The
last possibility to be suggested here is that the fine lines on the back of the bulla could
belong to a well cut piece of wood with a smooth edge, in other words a wooden tablet
that did not survive until the present day. The fine lines on the back of the bulla become
even finer towards the corners; as both ends of the bulla have broken off, as mentioned
above (see p. 20) it is not possible to see the negative imprints of the string that is thought
to have been attached to the tablet. It has been emphasised many times before that as
some administrative records of the Hittite Period were written on wooden tablets, they
did not survive to the present day?'. More concrete evidence regarding the use of wooden
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tablets is found in documents from Bogazkdy?? and Magat Hoyiik??. Furthermore, an ex-
tensive study has been done on this subject that includes the Late Bronze Age cultures
of Anatolia and Syria®* and, in this context, it is emphasized that “waxed writing-boards”
would have been more advantageous for daily “book-keeping”®. This suggests the pos-
sibility that wooden tablets could have been used in earlier periods; they may have been
used alongside the seals, numerical tablets and bulla at Bademagact to keep accounts and
other records. It would not have been difficult for the symbolic marks seen on some seals
and numerical tablets?® to have been engraved on wooden tablets.

Questions come to mind that relate their origin: Was the bulla stamped here at
Bademagact or did it come to the settlement from another place? The answer to this is
related to the “object” or “possession” that it is applied to. If, as discussed above, the
bulla was attached to a piece of cloth that covered the mouth of a jar or pithos and then
stamped with a seal, then it is likely that it was brought to Bademagaci from elsewhere. If,
on the other hand, it was attached to a wooden tablet and stamped, it should be assumed
that the process took place at Bademagaci. As it came from a room in MRB 2 where a
large number of pots and storage jars were found (see p. 20), it is very likely that it was
used for recording the incoming and outgoing wares. Therefore, rather than having come
from another place, the bulla must have been stamped in MRB 2 during the process of
record keeping?’.

The fact that around 100 seals were uncovered at an Early Bronze Age settlement in
Western Anatolia is significant in itself. This would cause us to think that the number of
seals used at the settlement must have been much greater than the number found at the
excavations. It has already been emphasised that the markings seen on the stamp faces
of some of the examples among the Bademagact seals may not be just ordinary decora-
tive motifs but could actually be symbols?®. In the past 17 years at Bademagaci, an EBA
IT town with a predetermined settlement plan has been brought to light that consists of
a partially preserved outer wall, a glacis (stone paving) that surrounded the whole set-
tlement and fifty megarons in the outer sections along with an eighteen roomed central
complex MRB 1, that is the building with a special function (“palace” and MRB 2, located
in the southern section®. Along with the pottery, clay idols, precious objects made of gold
and silver, bronze items and weapons®®, the large number of seals and also numerical
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tablets®! uncovered at Bademagaci, as well as the bulla found more recently, indicates that
- due to the existence of a vast number of material possessions within this well-developed
structure - a social, economic, official and administrative system had been established at
the settlement. It is possible to suggest that, in the context of this organisational structure,
the use of seals, numerical tablets and bulla developed together with a pre-literate system

of markings®.

Catalogue
Bulla (Fig. 1)

Find Location: MRB 2

Period: EBA 11/2-3

Colour: Munsell 75 YR 7/4 “pink”, 6/6 “reddish yellow”
length 6.0 cm, width 4.5 cm, thickness 2.6 cm.

Seal impression on the bulla

length 2.2 cm, width 2.0 cm.

Stamp Seal (Fig. 2)

Inv. No. BH-2008/37

Find Location: Southern Area, near MRB 2

Period: EBA 11/2-3

Colour: Munsell 5 YR 8/1 “white”

length 2.0 cm, width 2.2 cm, existent height 1.2 cm.
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Bademagaci ITC Il Yerlesmesinde Bulunmus Olan Bir Bulla’nin
Dustindirdukleri

Bademagact Kazilar'nin stirdiigii 1993-2009 yillar: arasinda i1k Tun¢ Cag: yerlesme-
sinden 102 adet damga mithiir ve son calisma sezonlarinda da say: tabletleri ile bir bul-
la ele ge¢mistir. Bltin bunlar, bu cagda milkiyet ve belgeleme konusundaki gelisimin
Bademagacinda ve dolayisiyla Anadolu'nun bati bolgelerinde, éngoriilenden biraz daha
erken ve kapsamli oldugunu distindirmektedir.

Onasya'da yazi1 6ncesi dénemlerde miihtrlerin kullanim alanlart konusunda cesitli
tahminler yapilmistir. Bu baglamda, mithtrlerin glinimiize kadar ulasamayan dayaniksiz
maddeler tizerine basilmis olabilecegine iliskin bir yaklasim da séz konusudur. Ote yanda,
yazi veya isaret iceren belgeler bulma konusunda hic beklentinin olmadig: tarih 6ncesi do-
nem kazilarinda, tizerinde bazi isaretlerin yer aldid: kil nesnelerin veya bullalarin gdzden
kacmamasi icin 6zel bir dikkat gerekmektedir. Son kaz sezonlarinda, Bademagaci ITC II
yerlesmesinin giiney ucundaki Cok Odali Yapi 2’nin (COY 2) dogu kesimindeki odalarin-
dan birinde miihir baskili bir bulla’nin ele ge¢mesi, yukarida sozii edilen koleksiyonu zen-
ginlestirmis, bu alanda bilgi eksikligini bir olctide gidermis ve baz yeni sorular sormamiza
yol agmustir. Bulla’'nin ele gectigi COY 2, 2008 kazi ddneminde acilan ve 40x25 m. Slcti-
lerine erisilen bir alandadir. Burada en ilging durum, hoytigitin bu kesiminde, yerlesmeyi
cevreleyen radial diizende bagimsiz megaron planlt yapilarin olmamasidir. Megaronlar
verine bu kesimde, COY 1" deki gibi oda siralart yer almaktadir. Ayrica, bu oda zincirinin
verlesmenin en dis halkasini olusturmadigi gorilmektedir. Bu dizinin disinda yerlesmenin
giiney surlart ve diger kesimlere gore daha dar bir glacis dikkati cekmektedir. COY 2'nin
odalari, bulla'nin ele gectigi mekan da dahil olmak tizere hemen hemen bos olarak glin
isigina ¢ikmis, yapinin sadece bir odasinda, bir kismu gecirdigi biiylik yanginda zarar gor-
miis ¢ok sayida canak comlek ile bronz igneler ele gecmistir.

Kiiclik tascik katkili kilden yapilmasina karsilik iyi pekismis, kirmizimsi bej renkli bul-
la, olasidir ki COY 2'nin gecirdigi yangin sirasinda iyice pismistir. Bulla'min 6én ytziinde
dortgen bicimli bir miihiire ait baski izi vardir. Baski, bir cerceve icinde birbirine paralel
bes cizgiden olusmaktadir. Arka yuziindeki i¢c biikey iz, yaklasik olarak bir isaret parmagi-
na uymakta ve bu girintinin i¢ine bir buyttecle bakildiginda, birbirine paralel ince cizgiler
dikkati cekmektedir. Bulla da bir ip izi bulunmamasini, 6rnegimizin iki uctan kirilmis ol-
mast ile aciklamak mimkindur.

Bademagacrnda bugline kadar ele gecen muhirler arasinda, bulla tizerindeki miihiire
benzeyen bir érnegin baski alani dértgen bicimlidir, cift cerceve icinde birbirine dik yer-
lestirilmis iki dik iki yatay paralel cizgi vardir. Bu miihtir, bulla Gizerindeki mtihtirtin, bask:
alaninin dortgen formu ve cercevelenmesi, hem de paralel cizgilerden olusan desen kom-
pozisyonu bakimindan en yakin benzeridir.
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Bademagaci bulla’sinin ne tir bir malzeme Uzerine uygulandigi, ya da baska bir an-
latimla bulla'nin arka ylizindeki cukur kisimda goriilen ince-paralel izlerin ait oldugu
nesnenin tlirl, buluntunun degerlendirilmesi acisindan énemlidir. S6z konusu cukurlugun
yaklasik bir parmak kalinliginda olmasi, bizim énce bu cizgilerin parmak izi olup olmadi-
gin1 sormamiza neden olmustur. Diger bir olasilik, izlerin bir dokumaya ait olabilecegidir.
Bir kiiptin/iri ¢comlegin agzina ortilen dokuma tizerine bulla aplike edilmis olabilirdi;
bu durumda bulla'nin arka ytziindeki parmak kalinligindaki cukurlugun, kiipiin agiz
kenarina ait oldugunu da distnebiliriz. Burada vurgulamak istedigimiz son ihtimal ise,
bulla'nin arka yiiziindeki ince cizgilerin iyi kesilip diizeltilmis bir ahsap nesneye, yani
giniimiize kadar ulasamayan tahta bir tablete ait olabilecegidir. Bulla'nin arka ytiziindeki
giderek daralan ‘iz'in tabletin késeye yakin ucuna rastladigi ve bulla'nin her iki ucunun
kirik olmasi nedeniyle, yukarida da belirttigimiz gibi tablet tizerinde oldugu varsayilan ip-
lerin negatif izlerini gormenin mimkiin olmadig: da soylenebilir. Hititler Dénemi’nde bazi
idari kayitlarin tahta tabletlere yazilmasi nedeniyle giinimuize kadar ulasamadig: olasilig:
daha onceleri bircok kez vurgulanmusti. Tahta tabletler konusunda daha somut kanitlari,
bunlarin sarayda, tapinaklarda cesitli térenlerde gérev alan katipler tarafindan yazildigini
belirten Bogazkdy ve Masat Hoylk belgelerinden égreniyoruz. Daha erken donemlerde
de, 6rnegin Bademagacrnda mihrler, say1 tabletleri ve bullanin yan1 sira kayit tutmak ve
belgelemek icin tahta tabletlerin de kullanilmis olabilecegi akla gelmektedir. Bazi miihiir-
lerde ve say1 tabletlerinde gordigtimiiz isaret dilinin tahta tabletlere kazinmasinin hic de
zor olmadigini saniyoruz.

Burada bulla'nin Bademagacrnda mi mithiirlendigi, ya da baska bir yerden mi yerles-
meye geldigi sorular da akla gelmektedir. Bunun cevabi, bulla'nin uygulandigi “nesne” ya
da “egya” ile de iligkilidir. Eger yukarida tartisildigi gibi, bulla bir ¢émlek ya da kiiptin ag-
zina Ortlilmiig bir dokuma tizerine aplike edilerek miihtirlendi ise, 0 zaman Bademagacrna
baska bir yerden getirilmis olmast miimkiindr. Tahta bir tablete aplike edilerek miihtirlen-
digi dustinildigtinde ise bu islemin Bademagacrnda gerceklesmis oldugu varsayilmalidir.
COY 2'nin ¢ok sayida canak ¢omlek ve kiiplin ele gectigi bir odasinda biiyiik olasilikla
giren ¢ikan mallarin kayd: tutulmus olmaliydi. Dolayisiyla bulla da Bademagacrna her-
hangi bir yerden gelmemis, sozkonusu kayit islemleri sirasinda COY 2 icinde miihiirlenmis
olmalidir,

Bati Anadoluda Ilk Tung Cagrna ait bir yerlesim yerinde 100 kadar miihiirtn ele gec-
mesi bile tek basina énemli bir 6nemli olgudur. Bu baglamda, yerlesmede kullanilmis olan
muhiir sayisinin kazilarda ele gecenden daha fazla olduguna kusku yoktur. Bademagact
muhtirleri arasinda kimi 6rneklerin baski alanlarinda siradan doldurma motifleri degil de
bazi isaretler olabilecegi daha onceleri vurgulanmisti. Bademagacrnda son 17 yilda, gii-
nimiize kismen ulagan bir sur, tim yerlesmeyi cevreleyen bir tag doseme ve dis halkada
bugtine kadar sayilari elliye ulasan megaronlar ile onsekiz odali merkezi ve ¢zel islevli
(“saray”) COY 1 ile giineydeki sura bitisik konumdaki COY 2'den olusan, énceden planla-
narak insa edilmis bir EBA II kasabas: giin 1s1gina ¢ikmustir. Bu yerlesmede ele gecen ca-
nak ¢omlek, kilden idoller, altin ve giimiis gibi degerli madenlerden, bronzdan esya ve si-
lahlar yaninda onlarca mihiire ek olarak say: tabletleri ve son zamanlarda bir de bulla’nin
bulunmasi, geliskin bir yerlesim dokusu icinde biitiin bu esyalara gereksinim duyulan sos-
yal, ekonomik, resmi, ve idari bir sistemin kurulmus oldugunu géstermektedir. Bu organi-
zasyon icinde muhtrlerin, sayi tabletleri ve bulla kullaniminin yazi éncesi bir isaret sistemi
ile beraber gelismis olabileceklerini diistintiyoruz.
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Fig.
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Bademagacl. Bulla with a stamp seal impression (EBA 11).
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Fig. 3 Bademagaci. Multi Roomed Building No. 2 (MRB 2). Find location of the bulla.
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