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Conferences 

Telmessos (Fethiye) Archaeological Reflection Transformed Imaging (RTI) Studies 

AKMED’s conferences continued physical and online (hybrid) format in November. Dr. Alan 

M. Greaves from Liverpool University was our guest at our online conference on 2 November 
with his speech on “Telmessos (Fethiye) Archaeological Reflection Transformed Imaging 
(RTI) Studies”. Greaves explained how the first systematic and scientific archaeological 
research of the tombs of ancient Telmessos (Fethiye) was initiated in 2017 using the state-of-

the-art digital V-RTI (Virtual Reflectance Transformation Imaging) technique, and how the 
research scope was expanded to include all known tombs and inscriptions in Fethiye in 2022. 
V-RTI is a fast, lightweight, and non-contact digital recording method that produces interactive 
images of inscriptions and reliefs to detect fine details that are not visible to the naked eye. 
Greaves said the method is ideal for recording reliefs and inscriptions in complex urban 
environments like Fethiye and other inaccessible locations.

https://youtu.be/QVgOR2S5m_A

https://youtu.be/QVgOR2S5m_A


A Journey to Byzantium  

Greaves' conference was followed by a hybrid panel held on 4 November. Professor Engin 

Akyürek from Koç University and Associate Professor Koray Durak from Boğaziçi University 

took part in the “A Journey to Byzantium Panel” moderated by Professor Oğuz Tekin. Various 

topics were discussed during the panel including the differences and similarities between Rome 

and Byzantium, Byzantine palaces, emperors, hippodromes, art, coins, penal system, 

monasteries, religion, and Byzantine-Islamic relations. In addition, an overview of Byzantine 

studies in Turkey and abroad was also provided. 

https://youtu.be/3Nl8V4RYonU 

 

Documenting the Empire: The Visual Archive of Abdülhamid II 

The guest of the last hybrid conference of November held on the 25th was Associate Professor 

Ahmet Ersoy from Boğaziçi University. In his presentation titled “Documenting the Empire: 

The Visual Archive of Abdülhamid II”, Ersoy explained how Yıldız Palace became the 

administrative center of the Ottoman Empire, replacing the Sublime Porte during the reign of 

Abdülhamid II (1876-1909). He said how, around the same time, photography began to gain 

popularity in the Imperial bureaucratic system as a new method of archiving and 

documentation. Ersoy stated that Abdülhamid’s interest in new media technologies resulted in 

the creation of a comprehensive visual archive in the library of Yıldız Palace – more than 36,000 

photographs when the sultan was deposed. Ersoy added that this archive, which contains 

photographs in various formats ranging from landscapes and panoramas depicting various 

regions of the empire and the world to archaeological albums, business cards, and postcards to 

https://youtu.be/3Nl8V4RYonU


criminal booking photographs, was an important element of the multilayered intelligence 

apparatus operating from Yıldız Palace. Taking into account the broad archival and bureaucratic 

context, Ersoy explained how he wanted the presentation to offer an understanding of the logic 

and functioning of the Yıldız Palace photography collection by evaluating the collection in its 

broader archival and bureaucratic environment. The intense and continuous interaction of 

Yıldız Palace’s visual archive with the commercial photography market, illustrated magazines, 

and printed media was also evaluated. Ersoy argued that the permeability and dynamism of this 

collection make it subject to the global logic of modern visual archivalism. 

https://youtu.be/kTSOsHTWAHM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/kTSOsHTWAHM


 

After the History, Culture, and Archeology of Antalya Certificate Program  

AKMED’s traditional and popular certificate program on the History, Culture, and Archeology 

of Antalya was held between 19 and 26 November. After two consecutive years in an online 

format due to the pandemic, this year’s program was held in a hybrid format. A field trip was 

organized to the Antalya Museum on 19 November in addition to the online sessions presented 

by scholars. Professor Gül Işın from Akdeniz University provided information about the 

artifacts on exhibition at Antalya University. At the end of the program, visits were organized 

to the ancient cities of Perge and Side on 26 November. Side Excavations Director Professor 

Feriştah Alanyalı and Perge Excavations Director Professor Aytaç Dönmez provided 

information on the ancient sites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Fauna and Currency Exhibition continues 

Our very popular Fauna and Currency Exhibition which opened on 12 October will remain 

open to the public to accommodate visitors.  

 

 

 
 

 

ADALYA’s latest issue  

The studies included in the 25nd issue of AKMED’s peer-reviewed and internationally 

indexed periodical ADALYA have been uploaded onto the AKMED website and are 

available for download. 

https://akmed.ku.edu.tr/yayinlar/sureli-yayinlar/adalya/adalya-

arsiv/#tab_html_5ac7a1327e6ffdb9c41e1cec6f3a8cb6 

 

AKMED in December 

 

• Organized by the Koç University Alumni Office 

and hosted by AKMED, the Koç University 

Alumni members residing in Antalya meet at 

AKMED on 10 December. 

• Professor Oğuz Tekin takes part in an online panel 

on the marketplaces of antiquity organized by the 

Pera Museum on 13 December. 

• Hybrid Conference (20 December 2022, 17:30): 

“Myra and its harbor Andriake in the Light of 

Recent Findings”, Professor Nevzat Çevik 

(Akdeniz University), AKMED Conference Hall. 

 


